
Author Guidelines: 
 
General Guidelines: 
 
For publications in the Journal of Unsolved Questions please observe the following instructions: 

• The	
  author	
  must	
  inform	
  the	
  editor	
  of	
  other	
  manuscripts	
  accepted,	
  submitted,	
  or	
  soon	
  
to	
  be submitted that have a bearing on the manuscript being submitted. 

• Since JUnQ is an interdisciplinary journal, we allow different styles of literature references. 
References/footnotes should be typed in square brackets as superscript in the text after 
punctuation. In the list of literature they are numbered in square brackets, but not as 
superscript. There are two styles for citation allowed in JUnQ. 

• For manuscripts in natural sciences please refer to the Angewandte style (for journal 
abbreviations refer to: http://www.cas.org/content/references/corejournals): 

o [1] ((Reference 1, Example for Journals: a) A. Author, B. Coauthor, Journal 
Abbreviation year, # of issue, first page-last page; b) A. Author, B. Coauthor, 
ChemBioChem 2006, 7, 1-10.)) 

o [2] ((Reference 2: Example for Books: J. W. Grate, G. C. Frye, in Sensors 
Update, Vol. 2 (Eds: H. Baltes, W. Göpel, J. Hesse), WILEY-VCH, Weinheim, 1996, 
pp. 10-20.)) 

o [3] … 
 
• In social sciences please use the Modern Language Association style (MLA): 

o [1] ((Reference 1, Example for Journals: a) Author, A., B. Coauthor and C. 
Coauthor “Title of article” Journal Title # of volume.# of issue (year): first page-last 
page. b) Laing, J. and W. Frost. "How Green Was My Festival: Exploring Challenges 
and Opportunities Associated With Staging Green Events." International Journal of 
Hospitality Management 29.2 (2010): 261-7. 

o [2] ((Reference 2: Example for Books: a) Author, A., B. Coauthor and C. 
Coauthor Title of book. Location of publisher: name of publisher, year. b) Nabokov, 
V. Lolita. New York: Putnam, 1955.)) 

o [3] É  
• For chemical substances, nomenclature has to be in accordance to IUPAC-rules or, in case of 

private nomenclature, it has to be consistent. 
• Research has to follow ethical standards, where applicable/relevant (e.g. 

http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3). 
• American spelling should be used for all texts. 
• Manuscripts need to be submitted via e-mail to JUnQ@uni-mainz.de using the templates 

(.tex and .doc) that can be downloaded on www.junq.info 
• Please supply us with a bibtex file for your references. Most reference managers, like 

Endnote, Mendeley, Zotero and so on, can export into the bibtex format. 
 
Guidelines for Articles 
 
Articles	
  are	
  short	
  communications	
  about	
  scientific	
  projects	
  with	
  negative	
  results.	
  For	
  a	
  defini-­‐
tion	
  of	
  negative	
  results	
  see	
  our	
  editorial	
  policy.	
  The	
  length	
  of	
  an	
  article	
  should	
  roughly	
  be	
  5	
  
pages	
  (including	
  pictures	
  and	
  references)	
  in	
  our	
  usual	
  format.	
  If	
  the	
  subject	
  requires	
  the	
  arti-­‐
cle	
  to	
  be	
  much	
  longer	
  or	
  shorter,	
  the	
  authors	
  should	
  inform	
  us	
  about	
  the	
  reason.	
  
	
  
Articles	
  usually	
  have	
  the	
  following	
  outline:	
  

1. Title	
  and	
  Abstract	
  –	
  The	
  negative	
  result	
  should	
  be	
  evident	
  from	
  the	
  abstract	
  
2. Introduction	
  –	
  A	
  short	
  review	
  of	
  previous	
  studies	
  and	
  a	
  short	
  explanation	
  of	
  why	
  the	
  



present	
  study	
  was	
  conducted	
  
3. Methods	
  –	
  Which	
  methods	
  were	
  used	
  and	
  why?	
  
4. Results	
  and	
  Discussions	
  –	
  What	
  are	
  the	
  results?	
  What	
  do	
  the	
  results	
  suggest?	
  
5. Conclusion	
   –	
  A	
   short	
   summary	
   of	
   the	
  most	
   important	
   points	
   of	
   the	
   papers	
   stressing	
  

what	
  the	
  negative	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  paper	
  is	
  
Sample	
  articles	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  here: http://junq.info/?p=1245,	
  http://junq.info/?p=1103.	
  
The	
  articles	
  are	
  subject	
  to	
  peer	
  review.	
  Every	
  article	
  is	
  assigned	
  to	
  one	
  editor	
  of	
  the	
  editorial	
  
board.	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  editor’s	
  responsibility	
  to	
  find	
  two	
  suitable	
  and	
  competent	
  referees	
  and	
  to	
  han-­‐
dle	
  the	
  manuscript.	
  
	
  
Articles	
   should	
   fulfill	
   the	
   following	
  criteria	
   to	
  be	
  accepted	
  by	
   the	
   Journal	
  of	
  Unsolved	
  Ques-­‐
tions:	
  

• Novelty:	
  The	
  negative	
  result	
  presented	
  should	
  not	
  have	
  been	
  presented	
  elsewhere	
  (ex-­‐
ceptions	
  are	
  conference	
  abstracts	
  and	
  lectures).	
  

• Reproducibility:	
  The	
  experiments	
  or	
  investigations	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  article	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  
reproducible.	
   It	
   is	
   the	
   authors’	
   responsibility	
   to	
   provide	
   all	
   information	
   that	
   enable	
  
other	
  researchers	
  to	
  repeat	
  the	
  experiments	
  or	
  investigations.	
  

• Validity	
  of	
  methods:	
  The	
  methods	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  article	
  should	
  be	
  suitable	
  for	
  the	
  problem	
  
that	
  was	
  studied.	
  

• Sufficient	
  data:	
  A	
  sufficient	
  amount	
  of	
  data	
  should	
  be	
  collected	
  by	
  the	
  authors	
  to	
  back	
  
up	
  their	
  claims.	
  

• Honesty	
  and	
  rigor:	
  The	
  research	
  question,	
  results,	
  methods	
  should	
  be	
  presented	
  in	
  an	
  
honest	
  and	
  rigorous	
  way.	
  This	
   includes	
  possible	
  shortcomings	
  of	
  methods	
  or	
  of	
  data.	
  
To	
  JUnQ	
  it	
  is	
  very	
  important	
  that	
  the	
  presentation	
  is	
  honest.	
  

• Do	
  not	
  hedge	
  shortcomings,	
  negative	
  results,	
  or	
  possible	
  mistakes	
  but	
  honestly	
  discuss	
  
them!	
  

• Importance	
  of	
  research	
  question:	
  The	
  presented	
  research	
  should	
  be	
  important	
  to	
  other	
  
scientists	
  in	
  the	
  field.	
  

	
  
Guidelines for Open Questions 
	
  
Open	
  Questions	
  are	
  short	
  essays	
  (roughly	
  two	
  pages	
  of	
  length	
  in	
  the	
  final	
  format)	
  about	
  a	
  re-­‐
search	
  question	
  that	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  answered	
  yet.	
  They	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  appeal	
  to	
  a	
  broad	
  audi-­‐
ence	
  of	
   scientists	
  and	
   laymen.	
  Open	
  Questions	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  as	
  a	
  chance	
   for	
  authors	
   to	
  write	
  
about	
  a	
  topic	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  interested	
  in	
  but	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  from	
  their	
  field	
  of	
  research.	
  Open	
  Ques-­‐
tions	
  are	
  subject	
  to	
  review	
  by	
  the	
  editorial	
  board.	
  Each	
  open	
  question	
  submitted	
  to	
  JUnQ	
  will	
  
be	
   assigned	
   to	
   one	
   member	
   of	
   the	
   editorial	
   board.	
   This	
   editor	
   is	
   responsible	
   for	
   judging	
  
whether	
  or	
  not	
  the	
  Open	
  Question	
  fulfills	
  the	
  quality	
  standards	
  of	
  JUnQ.	
  If	
  this	
  editor	
  feels	
  like	
  
external	
  advice	
  would	
  be	
  helpful	
  he	
  or	
  she	
   is	
   free	
   to	
  consult	
  other	
  researchers.	
  Samples	
   for	
  
Open	
  Questions	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  here:	
  http://junq.info/?p=1172,	
  http://junq.info/?p=883.	
  
Open	
  Questions	
  should	
  fulfill	
  the	
  following	
  criteria	
  to	
  be	
  accepted	
  by	
  the	
  Journal	
  of	
  Unsolved	
  
Questions:	
  

• Novelty:	
   The	
   Open	
   Question	
   presented	
   in	
   the	
   manuscript	
   should	
   be	
   novel,	
   which	
  
means	
  that	
  the	
  question	
  and/or	
  the	
  way	
  it	
  is	
  asked	
  is	
  not	
  obvious	
  and	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  ex-­‐
tensively	
  described	
  before.	
  Ideally,	
  Open	
  Questions	
  should	
  present	
  an	
  unconventional	
  
thought	
  or	
  an	
  unconventional	
  way	
  of	
  looking	
  at	
  a	
  problem.	
  

• Relevance:	
  The	
  Open	
  Question	
  should	
  be	
   relevant	
   to	
   the	
   researchers	
   in	
   the	
   field	
  and	
  
optimally	
  should	
  be	
  interesting	
  for	
  a	
  broad	
  audience.	
  

• Clear	
  and	
  comprehensible	
  presentation:	
  Since	
  Open	
  Questions	
  appeal	
  to	
  a	
  broad	
  audi-­‐
ence,	
  special	
  care	
  should	
  be	
  taken	
  for	
  the	
  presentation	
  of	
  an	
  Open	
  Question.	
  


